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Before starting with the update, I want to send a huge “THANK YOU!” to all who helped 
by sending donations to help with our unexpected medical expenses in January. Julia is 
doing much better, but sadly Marshal was readmitted with pneumonia on February 20th. 
Donations are still being accepted to cover these hospital bills; please just email if you 
need more information: jan.champoux@lwbmail.com   
 
As you may know, we have recently begun “The Year of the Tiger.” While we may not 
have any actual “tiger babies” in residence at Heartbridge yet, we do have several who 
are awfully full of spunk and mischief.  
 

 
 

Melanie: heart defect 
 

Former drama-queen Melanie has turned into a playful, delightful child in the past few 
months. She loves to run about the unit with a crib sheet; pulling it over her face and 
then whipping it off with a flourish and peels of laughter. When she is not playing peek-
a-boo, Melanie, Samuel and another little boy from New Hope like to watch the door for 
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opportunities to make a jail break. Cindy got to witness the crime firsthand, when the 
threesome squirted out into the hallway where they could run back and forth, yelling and 
laughing. It’s hard for the nannies to get mad when the kids are having so much fun, but 
the children did eventually get escorted back into their room.  
 

 
 

Levi: premature 
 
Levi is another spirited child who I have to think of as a real miracle child. He was born 
weighing only 1 pound, 12 ounces! After nearly 17 months at Heartbridge, Levi has 
been approved for discharge. He will be travelling back to his hometown in early March 
to enter LWB foster care. Levi loves to be held and cuddled, and as you can see he has 
a silly sense of humor. Levi’s sunny smile will be missed by all!  
 

 
 

Julie: club feet 
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We had a little change in plans, regarding Julie. She had such a difficult time getting 
over her pneumonia last month, we are going to keep her at Heartbridge and really work 
at getting more calories into her…she is such a tiny little girl! Julie is also getting plenty 
of time in the walker to strengthen her feet and legs during the daytime, and then she is 
put her back in braces to hold her feet straight each night.   
 

 
 

Emillio: intestinal atresia 
 

Emillio has made wonderful progress during his two months at Heartbridge. How 
wonderful to see those round cheeks emerge! Emillio LOVES to be rocked while he is in 
his bouncy chair, and wouldn’t let Cindy stop until she found a replacement to continue 
this very important task. She said, “He definitely likes a lot of attention.” Emillio, you’ve 
come to the right place! �  
 

 
 

Erin: abdominal obstruction 
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Erin’s nannies have been working hard to get her to start crawling. They know to put a 
favorite toy just out of reach as incentive. �  Cindy says it still looks more like “wriggling 
across the floor” than crawling, but she’ll get there. Erin has spent so much time in the 
hospital, her physical development is very delayed for a 15-month-old. But she makes 
progress each month, and the nannies adore her sweet disposition.  
 

   
 

Cole: anal atresia 
 

Cole is such a little peanut; it seems odd to see such a tiny baby sitting up in a Bumbo 
seat! Cole needs to put on some more weight so he can safely have his colostomy 
reversed. Cole is known as a tough, determined and serious boy with a soft heart for his 
nanny. So far his smiles are only for her; he is quite serious for poor Cindy. �   
 

 
 

Jackson: heart defect 
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Jackson pretty much slept through his February visit with Cindy, but I wanted to show 
you his amazing eyelashes…have you ever seen any so LONG? Jackson went back to 
the cardiologist recently: his myocarditis is much better, and LWB was given the okay to 
go ahead with his heart surgery. Our medical team will get him scheduled after the 
Chinese New Year holiday. Please join us in wishing Jackson a safe and successful 
operation!  
 

   
 

More Comings and Goings:  Gina: premature / Henry: heart defect 
 

We had a few surprises in February, resulting in a bit of a baby-shuffle: Since we 
decided to keep Julie and we were running short on beds, Gina was moved to the foster 
home in nearby Shunyi where we had planned to send Julie. We hoped to move Henry 
to Heartbridge early in the month, but were unable to get train tickets so close to 
Chinese New Year. He will be coming to Heartbridge just as soon as we can get the 
tickets, so he will have the opportunity to recover from heart surgery.  
 

   
 

Farrell: third-degree burns / Oliver: heart defect 
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We are also expecting Farrell, a baby born in January who has suffered severe burns 
on the lower half of his body. He has done amazingly well through the difficult process 
of skin grafting, and he should be arriving on February 25th. Please keep Farrell in your 
prayers; he has had such a painful start to his precious life! Oliver is one of our heart 
babies whom we had planned to move back to his hometown with Levi. We had already 
slated his bed for Farrell, so when he came down with another bad cough this month, 
Dr. Hill decided she would like to keep Oliver at New Hope. So Oliver is staying put, but 
will no longer be sponsored by Love Without Boundaries. Hopefully he will do much 
better once winter is over.  
 

 
 

Andrew: abdominal infection 
 
One last favorite photo from the month: this was taken by one of New Hope’s volunteer 
teachers who has been caring for Andrew. The older children had been painting 
Chinese New Year blessings to pass around the building, so the teachers had a bit of 
fun setting up Andrew for this photograph. So from Andrew…and everyone on the 
Heartbridge team…we wish you a happy and prosperous Chinese New Year!  
 
In hope, 
 
Jan Champoux, Heartbridge Coordinator 
jan.champoux@lwbmail.com 
 

Love Without Boundaries  
www.lovewithoutboundaries.com 

 
Confidentiality Notice: This report regarding your sponsored child through Love Without Boundaries contains 
confidential and privileged information that may not be used to pre-identify this child for adoption. The CCAA 
specifically does not allow pre-identification of any child for the purpose of adoption, and it is Love Without 
Boundaries’ privilege to honor their request. Thank you for your support of Love Without Boundaries, and thank you 
for your care for all the children in our programs. 
 


